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t's the same Song every

January: After the excesses ol

the holiday:
rein in

» intentions,

s actually dof

Wil some

knickknacks and rearran

office, purchase shelve
sock-drawer separalors,
receipts and files, and feariully
avaid the garage. Some of us
put money where our mouths
are and hire closet and garage
experts to help us find lasting
solutions in problem areas.
And a very brave few will &
the plunge and hire a de

or architect to address the

prablem holistically
Organization paves the

way for -_‘-n;-r‘r-ml':- or al the VBT

. sanity. Long-term fixes

may require changing th

in BC's Capitol Hill neighborhoods, storage space we think about organization

is a prime concern. In this remodeled row house . Y - l'!||'||_’ i|"|‘||]|:I:I'T_.-'II'Ili £ our |i'~"|_'.‘|

by Ossolinski Architects PLLC, the owners couldn't For inspirabion on hiow to start,

chi the historical facade, but they wanbed it

to look like “California in the back,” says Michagl read on,

Merschat, the project’s designer. The modular

windows help visually compartmentalize the space

and show off the streamlined interior
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For a full week, take inventory of the little issues that
distract you — both visually and physically — around the

house, Are the kids' shoes always piled at the door? Do
you lose your keys or electronic accoutrements? Hate a
certain painting or chair?

Then, prioritize those es as a household. Edit
your space with a focus on “cutting down on the
annoying moments,” says Vincent Sagart, principal of
Poliform Washington by SagartSiudio. It could mean

entries to a shared walk-in so partners don't have
to step around each other to dress for the day. It could

6 washingronspaces.com

mean transparent or translucent cabinetry — ar shelves
instead of cabinetry — so you'll never have to open a
door to see what's behind it, and so you'll always have
an external reason to keep it clutter-free. It could mean
a sleek appliance garage for the kitchen so you can
have fresh-ground coffee every moming and easily hide
the grinder afterward. It could mean setting rules for
yourself, and it's okay to start small — no more than three
magazines in the living room at any one time, say, and
cancel or recycle the o you know you'll never have
time 1o read.
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Once you've streamlined the things that
bother you, there’s usually space left over for
beautification. In the Capitol Hill house, the
owners’ passion is their impressive folk art VEESNHH, VUL PR ard LR WAL & S
collection, which is full of exquisite sotvenirs ' a9 : '
from their many travels. The new built-in

maple shelving has plenty of harizantal space so they installed pull-out she
for displaying the objects they love, allowing most of jt. The bulli-in map!
them to be focal points in the room. When Al pRnty D SPCAlaF: the: ownes

you realize your sanity and vour space are
integral concepts to each other, Sagart says,
it's impossible for organization not to be a

top priority.
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Refresh Your Outlook

If you think back in your life, Sagart says, you can probably come For specific tips on organizing your home office,
up with a small handful of decisions that, in the grand scheme of kitchen, mudroom, garage, and kids' rooms, go fo
things, brought you roughly to where you are today. We're talking washipgianspaces.comand type code: wOATLS.

about actual decisions you made, not dumb luck - to attend a class,
to write a meaningful letter or make a crucial phone call, to follow
your gut and accept a proposal. These decisions were made in a
moment, and if you “weren’t there during that moment,” Sagart says,
“you might have done something else.” If your momings begin by B Ossolinski Architects PLLC

running around the house in a frenzy because your shirt was in the 202.966.9449

wrang place or you tripped over a toy, you might be scatterbrained ossolinskiarchitects.com

at crunch time and make the wrong call the next time a big decision

arises. Deciding to get organized, then, is the mother of all decisions :n:‘_’;l::g;:“m““" by SagartStudio
— a decision to be present and have a fresh mind for all the other polifarm-de.com

impaortant judgments you have to make. ws
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